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These three days, beginning at sundown tonight, are known 
as the great Triduum, the three holy days in the Christian 
calendar.


Over these three days we are invited to enter into the great 
paschal mystery of what the purpose of the Incarnation was 
all about.  Jesus himself describes it as “his hour of glory,” 
when God the Father will be glorified in the Son, and God 
the Son will be glorified in the Father.  The two, inseparable 
for all time, continue to express their unity through this 
mighty work, as the Son descending from the Father in 
heaven, reaches down to set free those imprisoned in the 
depths of hell itself. It is a remarkable feat.


This act is what Jesus will become most well known for - a 
giving of himself, and willingness to enter the place where 
most of us refuse to go, and a unique ability to somehow 
transform the darkest places of fear and anxiety and 
declare them powerless.  It is a remarkable feat.


These three days are what all the gospel writers are pointing 
to, and indeed it is what our calendar revolves around.  


So in a sense it is helpful to see these three days, and the 
corresponding services that accompany them, as one long 
liturgy with three distinct chapters.  The first chapter is 
tonight, the second tomorrow, and the third and final 
chapter is on Sunday.  
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As we begin in the first chapter this evening, we conclude in 
darkness.  It is a darkness that isn’t lifted until Sunday 
morning.  It is a darkness that takes us from the intimacy of 
the last meal into the despair of betrayal and denial; the 
isolation of abandonment and condemnation, and the 
horror of violence and silence of a cold tomb on the second 
day.  These are all places that any one of us don’t willingly 
go, but God goes there.  It is a remarkable feat.


John tells us that it happens on Passover; and Christ, at the 
Passover meal in Jerusalem - a meal that recalls God’s 
mighty acts of exodus from slavery in Egypt - intentionally 
identifies himself as the Passover lamb given over to the 
slaughter.  


Jesus becomes the scapegoat.  Historically the scapegoat 
was the unblemished lamb, the innocent one, that all the 
burdens, problems, and sins of the community were placed 
upon.  It was sent out into the desert, into the wilderness, to 
die, never to return again, in the hopes that all those terrible 
things would be cast out of the community forever.  


So as Jesus takes on the burdens of the world, and 
becomes the target for the insults, the betrayal, the 
violence, and the horror, he literally becomes the anointed 
one to take all those terrible things out of our lives in the 
hope that they would never return again.  He is sent outside 
the city walls to die.  It is a remarkable feat.


What is most remarkable is that in his death, in the silence 
of the tomb on the second day, he is accomplishing his 
greatest work.  


Tonight we enter this darkness, and all of the linens and 
vessels in the chancel are removed.  Like Christ’s body, the 

chancel is stripped bare; and we don’t hear the words of a 
blessing pronounced until the end of the liturgy on Sunday 
morning.  


This is meant to be one epic drama unfolding in words, text 
and music, all for the purpose inviting us in to the great 
paschal mystery of the incarnation: the mighty feat of God 
overcoming the power sin and death.


So from your home, beginning tonight and over these three 
days, consider making this time holy.  Somehow find a way 
to set these three days apart.  Light a candle.  Read your 
Bible. Pray for the world, pray for the work of the church, 
pray for one another, and pray for yourself, that in the 
silence you might be reminded of the mighty work of God 
through Jesus Christ and discover a gift of finding yourself 
living more freely.  For that is what Christ came to do: to set 
the captives free.



